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K! Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on Jan 6, 2000 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 



month(s), or thirty days, whichever 



is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

K! Ciaim(s) 7-27 



is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claim(s) 
Claim(s) 1-10 



Kl Claim{s) 7 7-27 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment{s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Application/Control Number: 09/478,822 



Page 2 



Art Unit: 1617 

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because it fails to 
identify at least one error which is relied upon to support the reissue application. See 37 CFR 
1.175(a)(1) and MPEP§ 1414. 

There is a failure in the declaration to identify and specify the errors relied upon and how 

they arose. Applicant merely states at page 2, first full paragraph of the declaration : 

"In particular, we believe tht the claims as issued are too noarrow given the breadth of 
the disclosure in the specification. We believe that this was the resuh of our patent attorney's 
failure to appreciate the full scope of the invention." 

There is a lack of discussion why the claims should be broadened as set forth in claims 11, 
23, 26 and 27 and where the claims are justified in the specification. 

The above statement by the applicant does not clearly describe how the error was 
discovered and who discovered the error. 

Claims 1 1-27 are rejected as being based upon a defective reissue declaration under 35 
U.S.C. 251 as set forth above. See 37 CFR 1.175. 

The nature of the defect(s) in the declaration is set forth in the discussion above in this 
Office action. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications fi-om the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Criares whose telephone number is (703) 308-4607. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 
June 28, 2000 




